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May 12: White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater told reporters that although the US
government continues seeking a solution to the Panamanian crisis, President Reagan has not had
direct telephone contact with Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega. May 13: Noriega told the Associated
Press that talks with US envoys on his resignation as de facto ruler of Panama have collapse.
Next, he said he may run for president in the May 1989 elections. When pressed on this question
by reporters, the general said that legally, he could run. "But will you, in fact?", he was asked.
His response was a smile. Noriega said conversations with the US government could not be
effective in the context of US aggression against Panama, and as long as foreign troops remain on
national territory. He said that Panama's "dignity" was his first concern above all else. Unnamed
administration officials cited by the New York Times discounted remarks made by Noriega that
talks with the US about his departure had collapsed. They emphasized, however, that the deal had
not been put in final form. Despite considerable opposition inside and outside the government, they
said the Reagan administration appeared willing to pursue its course of dropping all drug-related
charges against Noriega if he steps down. In Miami, Stephen Kollin, a lawyer for Noriega who is
familiar with the negotiations, said that he saw no imminent breakthrough and that talks would
continue into the following week. He said that Noriega is seeking a guarantee that any agreement
made with the Reagan administration will be honored by the next administration. May 17: The US
Senate approved a resolution, 86 to 10, opposing any deal with Gen. Noriega that would result in
dropping the drug charges. Later, Reagan said the administration would not back out of negotiations
with Noriega, and that the talks were continuing. The Senate resolution was embarrassing to
the White House, in part because it was sponsored by Senate Republican leader Robert Dole
(Kan.). The resolution is not binding on the Justice Department, which has the authority to drop
the indictments. Earlier in the day, the Senate voted, 95 to 0, to deny aid to Panama's Defense
Forces, until Noriega is out of power. The measure was symbolic because economic and military
aid to Panama has been suspended since last summer. Stanley Morris, director of the US Marshals
Service, said that if the negotiations collapsed, US marshals would consider Noriega a fugitive and
try to apprehend him. An unnamed senior Panamanian official with knowledge of the talks cited
by the Times said that he expected a "final development" to the negotiations in a few days. The
development, he added, could either be a deal or a collapse in the negotiations. (Basic data from
several sources, including AP, New York Times, Prensa Latina)
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